Cctober 23, 1963%

Dr. Edward A, Adelberg
Department of Microblology
Yale University

310 Cedar Street

New Haven 11, Connecticut

Dear Ed:

| hope it is possible to reconstruct a rigorous answer to your question
in your letter of October 21; | hope that Luca still has the original
notes on the experiment.

As best | can make out, the probable explanation is on ellipsis in ocur
statement at the top of page 373. This probably should have referred

to the 100 ml flask (page 39-570) or another ons similar to it,
inoculated with 0.1 ml or 0.2 m) from Tube 41, grown up and then
rainoculated to giva the series of assays quoted at the top of page 373.

i can hardly give this as my own positive recollection of that experiment,
but It is a2 plausible one, and would possibly be consistent both with

aur statement of the experiment and remgin a valid test of the hypothesis.
I would, of course, criticize such an liprecise statement as this, but
there Is not 8 great deal to do about it at this date.

i will ask Luca to specifically answer whether Bis notes bear out this
intarpretation of the statenent.

As ever,

Joshua Lederberg
Professor of Genetics

ce: Br. L. Cavhlli-sforza



